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HOLIDAY CAMPS 
ROUSING SUCCESS



…to be out  

of school!

Visit NBPcamp.com or call 941-358-7275

President’s Day is coming  
and kids are out of school. 

We have a deal for you!

Only $20 for full-day 
Water Adventure camp!

This $20 per-child fee gives your kid a full-day camp 

experience! Water Adventure Camp features kayak, canoe 

and paddleboard fun for kids age 6-14. There’s No Better 

Place for President’s Day than Nathan Benderson Park. And 

for the cost of an Andrew Jackson, a sawbuck, a twenty, 

whatever you want to call it, it’s a great way to spend the 

day out of school. Your kid will make new friends and lifelong 

memories. Act fast — spaces will fill quickly. See you here!



NEWS

NBP SCHOOL-DAY-OUT CAMPS

SOMETHING KIDS 
CAN RAVE ABOUT

Seeing a need to keep school-age children 

occupied during the winter break and 

professional education days when kids are out of 

school, Nathan Benderson Park came to parents’ 

rescue with day camps to help stem learning loss 

over the break and to keep kids active.

“We wanted to provide an opportunity for kids 

in Sarasota and Manatee counties,” said 

Program Manager Meghan Farrell, who 

oversees camps at NBP. 

And because a majority of the kids came 

from the fishing camps NBP had during the 

Thanksgiving school break, she said “a lot of 

those kids brought friends.”
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Bob Bouchard shows archery campers the best 
way to pull arrows from their targets on the range.



 While Farrell said the first time around always 

has a bit of trial-and-error, the day-by-day 

rotation of STEM, archery and kayak/canoe for 

ages 6-14 was a hit. 

Camp enrollment numbers put some days at 

capacity and other days near the ceiling. Each day 

began with an icebreaker game or warmup to get 

the kids moving before their first activity. 

For archery camps, a shoot was the first activity, 

while for kayak/canoe, it was a morning paddle. 

For STEM, it was a “bridge building” activity, using 

tongue depressers and glue, culminating in a 

weight test for each structure.

After the morning session, kids ate lunch and 

saw a movie.

“It’s a long day,” Farrell said, “It’s a 9-hour day, so 

they get a movie.”

The afternoon sessions included paddles to Bird 

Island or on-the-water games for canoe/kayak 

days, bottle rockets for STEM days and afternoon 

shoots and, alternately, soccer and other games 

for archery days. 

The park added a few new faces for these 

camps. Bob Bouchard, a USA Archery Junior 

Olympic coach, was here for the inaugural archery 

camp on Oct. 14, and continues teaching archery 

at the park. And twin Eagle Scouts Matt and Mike 

Shoemaker, who are students at the University of 

South Florida, led the STEM camps and assisted 

with other camps. l

Kids in the Thanksgiving fishing camps paddled and fished 
on the NBP south lakes along Athletes Drive. Many of those 
campers returned and brought friends to the winter break 
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Presidents Day Camp
For ages 6-14, this school-day-out camp will 
be a great time! Special pricing, too — $20 
for the day. Visit nbpcamp.com for more 
information on all our camps.



PHOTOS BY GREG WAGNER FOR SANCA

Using vinegar and baking soda, 
STEM campers watched their 
rocket creations soar (albeit 
from a safe distance). After the 
launches (below photo), they 
were given slime.
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TRIBUTE

FORMER SANCA BOARD CHAIRMAN 

BILL ROBINSON
He was known as a family man, a tireless worker 

and a successful entrepreneur.

But the legacy of Bill Robinson to Nathan 

Benderson Park is that of a leader.

William C. Robinson, 70, died 

Jan. 2, 2020, at M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center in Houston after a 

hard-fought battle with leukemia. 

Robinson was one of the original 

SANCA board members and was 

the board chairman from 2014-18.

As an entrepreneur, he helped 

run Robby’s Sporting Goods, a 

company founded by his father, H.L. “Penny” 

Robinson. The chain had 61 locations when it was 

sold to Champs Sports in 1988, which itself had 

just been purchased by the Woolworth Corp. 

Robinson stayed on with Champs as its general 

manager before leaving to start a tree farm and 

work in commercial real estate. Champs would 

continue to grow to 250 stores during his tenure.

After selling the tree farm, his son Parks 

proposed a running store — hence, the birth in 

2006 of Fit2Run, The Runners Superstore. The 

chain now has locations in Florida and Puerto Rico.

His son Will, a member of the Florida House of 

Representatives, told the Sarasota Herald-Tribune 

that “he was the ultimate family man.”

“Frankly,” he said, “he had two rules for me, 

growing up — work hard and tell the truth. 

Everything else will fall into place.”

SANCA board member Jerry Marlar was a 

longtime friend of Robinson. 

“SANCA and our business communities have 

lost a great leader and friend,” Marlar said. “It has 

been a privilege to work with Bill and watch his 

contributions to our organization, his business 

leadership and the love he had for his family. I will 

miss him greatly, and like others who knew him 

well, have not been surprised by his strong faith 

in God and courage over the last two years. We 

send our sincere condolences to Peggy and his 

whole family.” 

Stephen V. Rodriguez, the president and CEO 

of SANCA, said Robinson was a great leader and 

mentor. 

“He dedicated countless hours of service to 

make SANCA and Nathan Benderson Park a 

success,” Rodriguez said. “His passion for the 

park, sport, this community and his family was 

evident to anyone who spent time with Bill. Bill 

Robinson was a great leader and mentor, who 

had a natural gift to inspire and motivate. We will 

miss him greatly.”

SANCA Chairman Ron Shapo lauded Robinson’s 

desire for excellence: “His attitude was always 

to strive to be the best. That attitude was one 

of his greatest contributions to SANCA and to 

the park. Bill’s dedication was exemplary and his 

contributions invaluable. He devoted untold hours 

and expended extraordinary amounts of energy 

working to improve Nathan Benderson Park. He 

set a very high standard.”

Robinson sat on the boards of Rawlings 

Sporting Goods, the Palma Sola Botanical Park 

and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Manatee County 

in addition to SANCA.

He was an alumnus of the University of 

Alabama who rallied the community to more than 

$1 billion in philanthropy to multiple charities.

Robinson is survived by his wife, Margaret 

“Peggy”; three sons, Will, Wes and Parks; his 

daughter-in-law, Kate; his brother, John; and two 

grandchildren. l

The Sarasota Herald-Tribune and WWSB 
Television contributed to this report.
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MEET THE  
CHALLENGE

GET ON THE WATER! 10 a.m. Saturdays
TRY IT OUT WITH NO OBLIGATION  ·  MEET FELLOW PADDLERS

nathanbendersonpark.org/veterans

NBP VETERANS  
DRAGON BOAT PADDLING

WOUNDED, INJURED OR ABLE, WE HAVE A SEAT FOR YOU 
— AND FOR YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS, TOO.

IT’S GOOD EXERCISE AND TEAMWORK, AND  
IT’S A WAY TO BE WITH PEOPLE WHO SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES
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COMING EVENTS

JANUARY

5 HITS TRIATHLON SERIES

5-12 OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY 

TEAM TRAINING

11 WINTER CLASSIC

12-13 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

MEN’S HEAVYWEIGHT 

TEAM TRAINING

15- HARVARD & RADCLIFFE

TEAM TRAINING

17  NBP REC DAY 

FOR HOME SCHOOL KIDS

17-20 MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

TEAM TRAINING

31 MOVIE NIGHT: DISNEY’S ALADDIN 

(LIVE ACTION)

FEBRUARY

7-9 MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

TEAM TRAINING

8 GULF COAST GAMES FOR LIFE

14-17 CHICAGO ROWING FOUNDATION 

TEAM TRAINING

15 AMERICAN YOUTH CUP I

15 SUPERHERO RUN 5K

20-21 CHINOOK TEAM TRAINING

21 NBP MOVIE NIGHT

21-23 SARASOTA INVITATIONAL REGATTA

27-29 DESOTO FOOD & MUSIC FESTIVAL

(THROUGH MARCH 1)

28-29 MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

TEAM TRAINING

DOUGLAS E. JESSMER/SANCA

Note: Team training schedule subject to addition at all times.



C O U N T Y

EQUIPMENT RENTALS

• Single and double sit-on-top kayaks

• Stand-up paddleboards (SUP)

• Single scull rentals

• Pontoon pedal boats

• Rentals are available for $15 per hour

LEARN TO ROW

Learn to Row 101 is an introduction to sculling.

• Fundamentals of rowing in singles and doubles

• Sculling (two oars)

• Learn the tools necessary to transition into 

sweep rowing

DRAGON BOAT PADDLING

NBP offers Dragon Boat 101, designed to give 

beginners the opportunity to learn the basics of 

dragon boat paddling and work to be part of our 

programs — the NBP Dragons, NBP Survivors In 

Sync and NBP Veterans.

TEAM BUILDING

Let NBP lead your team building event and tailor 

activities specific to your needs. We get your 

team members out of their comfort zones to 

experience how to meet needs through team 

effort and “out of the box” training.

PROGRAMS

Suncoast Aquatic Nature Center Associates Inc. (SANCA), is a not-for-profit 501c3 business created to manage Nathan Benderson Park 
(NBP), a community/public asset and world-class, multi-use sports venue. Our mission is to improve the quality of life for our community 
and be an economic generator for our region. SANCA’s primary purpose is to develop and promote NBP as a world class event center, 
team training site and Sarasota County park, while providing outreach programs through recreation, safety training, education and 
volunteering as a service to our community. For more information, go to nathanbendersonpark.org/about-us/sanca-mission.

SUNCOAST AQUATIC NATURE CENTER ASSOCIATES INC.
AT NATHAN BENDERSON PARK
5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sarasota FL 34235   
nathanbendersonpark.org    NathanBendersonPark     @myNBP   #myNBP

2019-2021  Florida Scholastic Rowing Assn. State Championships
2020, 2022, 2024  USRowing Southeast Regional Championships
2019-2021  USRowing Youth National Championships

2018 • 2021 • 2022
Rowing 
Championships

2019-2020  Florida Intercollegiate Rowing Assn. Championships
2019  HITS Triathlon Series
2019  Sarasota-Bradenton ITU Triathlon

SIGN UP TODAY:  Email programs@sanca.us or see NathanBendersonPark.org/programming

mailto:programs@sanca.us



